As individuals, organizations, and faith communities in the High Country, we affirm these principles with a shared commitment to cooperation rather than competition. We recognize that our strength lies not in working apart, but in working together. United we stand; divided we fall.
We believe that the challenges facing our communities require unity of purpose and respect for diversity of voice. As Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. reminded us, “We may have all come on different ships, but we’re in the same boat now.” By standing shoulder to shoulder, we can rise above division and cultivate a culture of accountability, representation, and equity for all.
We hold fast to the conviction expressed by Helen Keller: “Alone we can do so little; together we can do so much.” It is this spirit of partnership that guides our work—bridging differences, honoring dignity, and building a future where compassion unites, partnership builds, and action heals.
This list is not intended to be final, as priorities in our community will evolve over time. 
Statement of Belief

In Support of American Democracy, Inclusion, and Justice for All
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Citizens for Accountability, Representation, and Equity

We, the undersigned, affirm our unwavering commitment to the foundational principles of a just and inclusive society. At a time when the ideals of democracy are under threat, we believe it is essential to speak clearly about the values we hold dear:

1. Representative Democracy Over Authoritarianism

We stand for a government of the people, by the people, and for the people. We reject all forms of authoritarian rule, and oppose efforts—overt or covert—that concentrate power in the hands of a single individual or elite minority.

2. Constitutional Rule of Law

We believe the United States must be governed by the Constitution as the supreme law of the land. No one is above the law—regardless of 

wealth, title, or office.

3. Religious Freedom and Pluralism

We affirm the freedom of every person to worship—or not worship—as they choose. We oppose Christian White Nationalism and the New Apostolic Reformation movement, which seek to impose exclusive, theocratic values on a pluralistic society and undermine democratic norms.

4. Strong, Equitable Public Education

We support the North Carolina Constitution’s guarantee of a sound, basic public education for every child. We oppose the diversion of taxpayer dollars—especially without means testing—to fund private religious schools that often promote exclusivity and undermine public accountability. We also recognize that improvements in civic education are urgently needed. Adults of voting age must understand the difference between a constitutional republic, a pure democracy, and a representative democracy.

5. Inclusivity and Support for Marginalized Communities

All communities—whether communities of color, the LGBTQ community, people with disabilities, or the Latino community—deserve dignity, respect, and meaningful support. Our commitment is to stand against bias and discrimination in every form and to ensure that every person has the opportunity to thrive in a fair and just society.

6. Economic Justice and a Living Wage

We believe every worker deserves a living wage that reflects the dignity of their labor. We oppose tax policies that enrich billionaires while working families struggle to survive.

7. Healthcare as a Human Right and Medicare 4 ALL

We support the expansion of programs like Medicaid and SNAP and affirm that access to healthcare is a pro-life issue. We oppose efforts to dismantle the Affordable Care Act or reduce care for the most vulnerable among us. The US for profit health care model in decimating the US health care system.. The United States should model other industrialized countries to reduce cost and improve health outcomes.

8. Election and Institutional Reform

We support creating an independent commission to end partisan gerrymandering and implementing term limits for members of Congress to restore accountability. We also believe the Supreme Court should be reformed with an 18-year term limit for justices, ensuring both stability and accountability while reducing the concentration of power in lifetime appointments.
We believe that compassion unites, partnership builds, and action heals. 

These principles will guide our engagement, our advocacy, and our vote.
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